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THE 


OFFICE any DUTY. 


OF 


80 precious is the Soul of Man, and 
ſo great the Care which lies upon us, 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to promote 


der if we call in al-the Aſſiſtance we 
an from other Perſons: And that in 
Diſcharge of our great Truſt we not 
nly declare what 1s the Covenant which 


Az apply 


CODFATHERS and GODMOTHERS. 


is Salvation, that you are not to won- 


God hath vouchſafed to make with 
ery Member of his Church; but alſo 
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4 The Office and Duty of 
apply ourſelves earneſtly to all tho, 


who, either by Nature, or other Oh. l. 
gations, are concerned in promoting port 
the Salvation of others; that they 1 (1am 
would compaſſionately afford us their called 
helping Hand. : ſented 
And ſince the wiſe Conſtitutions 5 Ill 
our Church have appointed Godfather Lage 
and Godmothers, as Joint Securities wit mothe 
the Parents, in Behalf of thoſe Perſns de pe 
who are entered into Covenant with Goo IV. 
by Baptiſm, (which Office you h Cr 
now taken upon you) I thought it u. bac, 
quiſite for your, as well as my Sake, ad e 
the Sake of the Infant for whom you have LE 
engaged, that you ſhould have ae“ * 
by you an Admonition exciting you :M te fat 
your Duty, and directing you faithfully VI. 
to perform the ſame. For the beef“, 
Performance whereof, I ſhall obſerve t:4 * ( 
following Method, Wen 
I. I ſhall give you a brief Account q 2» b 
the Nature, Terms, and Conditions 0 u 
the Baptiſmal Covenant; of that Cove wag 


nant which you yourſelves have former)! by 
and this Child, by your Means, hath no 8 


: ta 
entered into by Baptiſm. ( 2 


II. 1 


Godfather and Godmothers. 2 


Il. I ſhall ſhew the Meaning and Im- 
bort of theſe Words, Godfathers and 
Coanothers: the Term by which you are 
caled, upon the Account of TEL pre- 
ented this Child to Baptiſm. 

III. I will ſhew the Nature of your 
Engagements, as Godfathers and God- 
wthers, and the Duties on your Parts to 
be performed, 

IV. I will ſhew what Reaſon the 
Chrch had to appoint Godfathers and 
brdothers, not only to repreſent, but 
0 engage for the Infant in Baptiſm. , 

I ſhall offer ſome Directions, how - | 
A Whole that you have undertaken may | 
be faithfully diſcharged by you 

VI. And laſtly, I fhall endeavour to 1 
encourage and exhort you, (upon all 1 
be Occaſions) both cheerfully to un- 
lertake, and faithfully to execute this 
Spiritual Charge. | 

I. Jam to give a brief and ſummary þ 
Account of the Nature, Terms, and j9 
Conditions of 'the Baptiſmal Covenant, = 


We Ay . 

rh Which is alſo called the Second Covenant, ; | 

mW the Covenant of Grace, and was 0B ; 
tained for vs by the Mediation of IEsus f 


Cuglsr. For when our firſt Parents had i 
A 3 tranſ- 


TAE 


6 The Office and Duty of 


tranſgreſſed the Covenant which GonW ob! 
made with them, and by ſuch their Diſ-Y or t 
obedience had (both as to themſelves andi gon. 
all their Poſterity) forfeited the Favour 
of God, © with all Hopes of everlaſting] 
cc Lie,” foraſmuch as the © Sentence off 
« Death was then paſſed upon all Men 
* to their Condemnation;” his own eter-| 
nal Son was graciouſly pleaſed to inter- 
cede for miſerable loſt Mankind, and! 
offer Himſelf to die in their Stead, as al 
Ranſom and Propitiation for them. And! 
accordingly, in the Fulneſs of Time, 
our compaſſionate Saviour, the ever-| 
bleſſed Jzsvs, came down from Heaven, } 
took our Nature upon Him, and was. a 
made like unto us, Sin only excepted: « @ 
And when, by an holy and unblameable r. 


Life, He had let us an Example that we W bath 


might follow his Steps; and by his on h. 
Doctrine had fully revealed the Will off your 
Gon, and what was expected from Man- vour 
kind under the Diſpenſation of the tecond WM briecg 
Covenant; He completed the Work of) were 


our Redemption, by laying down lis . 
Life for us, and ſubmitted to the moſt e * 


ainful and ſhameful Death, even the 1/ 


Death of the Croſs ; in order to make a (Cp 


full, pertect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, holy 
Oblation, 
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Godfathers and Godmothers. 


Oblation, and Satisfaction for the Sins 
of the whole World; and alſo to obtain 
com God the Father, that Mankind 
hould be put into a new State of Trial, 
aud received into a new Covenant of 
Grace and Mercy. And that theſe glad 
Tidings might be known unto the 
World, our bleſſed Saviour ſent his 
Apoſtles, giving Commiſſion to them, 
and alſo to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
who ſucceed them to the End of the 
World, to enter all Nations into this 
Covenant, by Baptizing them © In the 
« Name of the Father, of the Son; and 
of the Holy Ghoſt: teaching them to 
« obſerve all Things whatſoever he had 
« commanded,” Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. 


4 


The Graces and Benefits which Gop 


hath been pleaſed to promiſe and beitow 
on his Part in this Covenant, which you 


| yourſelves formerly, and this Child by 


your Means hath now entered into, are 
briefly theſe : Both you and this Child 
were by Baptiſm * made Members of 


| © CrrIsT, the Children of Gop, and In- 


© heritors of the Kingdom of Heaven.” 


½, You were made Members of 


CurIST, by being incorporated into that 
holy Society of Men which are called zhe 
A4 __ Church, 


* 
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8 The Office and Duty of 


Church, of which CHRISTH Jxsvs is the 
Spiritual Head, by which Privilege you 
have the Aſſiſtance of his Grace and 


Holy Spirit, enabling you to conform 
to his Religion, and to obey his Las, 


24ly, You were in an eſpecial Manner, 


adopted to be the Children of Gop, ſuch 


as He would have a particular Care og, 
and Regard to, and whom he would 


indulge ith ſingular. Favours; as the 
Pardon of Sins upon hearty Repentance, 


and Acceſs by Prayer to the Throne of! 
Grace, with a Promiſe of granting what 


is needful ior our Souls and Bodies. And, 


3dly, As the Perfection of all, you were 
then made Heirs and Inheritors of the} 
Kingdom of Heaven, fo as to have 2 


Right conferred upon you to all thoſe 


unſpeakable Joys conta zined in that happy 
All theſe 5 Favours were 


State. 


== m on your Parts ; Which 


techiſm ; namely, 


1, „That you ſhould renounce the 


« Devil and all his Works; the Pomp: 


« and Vanities of this id Work; 


« and all the ſinful Luſts of the F _ 


briefly ſummed up in our Chr 


One, « 
1s call 
they 
Delig 
elnels 
me 
of fall 
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By the Word Devil, we underſtand all 
te fallen Angels, who, though they be 
rery many, are frequently in Scripture 
apreſſed by this Word, as if they were 
bur one: Either as being ſubject to 
ine, as Chief or Prince of the reſt, who 
called Satan or Beelzebub; or becauſe 
ey are all concerned in one deviliſh 
Delign for promoting Sin and Wick- 
eanefs. And by Renouncing the Devil 
s meant, the Renouncing the Worſhip 
of falſe Gods, and all Idolatry, being at 
irt introduced by him: The: Renoun- 
ng all Dealings with the Devil, whether 
by practiſing Witchcraft ourſclves, or 
by going to Witches and Conjurors for 
\fiftance, or conſulting them upon any 
Occaſion whatſoever. By the Works of 
e Devil, we underſtand all Manner of 
sin; chiefly thoſe Sins which the De- 
"il himfelf is particularly charged with; 
uch as Murder, Cruelty, Malice, Pride, 


Envy, Lying; and eſpecially the Tempt- 
ng others to Sin. As to the World, becauſe 


te greateſt Part of Mankind have been 


[prevailed upon by the Devil © that wick- 
"ed Spirit, which worketh in the Children. 


"of Diſobedience,” to withdraw their 


Love and Duty from their Creator: You 
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10 De Office and Duty of 


have covenanted to renounce their Wap: 
ſo as not to be tempted either by their 
Examples, their Company, their Perf. 
ſions, their Threats, or their Promit: 
to deſert the great Captain of your Sala 
tion, IEsus CuRISTH H] and that neither the 
Honours, the Riches, nor the Pleaſure 
of the World ſhould allure you, nor the 


evil and vexatious Things of it, ſhould 


fright you into any Sin. And as 70 the 


Luſt of the Fleſh, you did ſolemnly engage 


yourſelves to exerciſe a continual War- 


fare againſt the corrupt Luſts of your 
own ſinful Nature, which are too tre- 
quently rebelling againſt the Dictates 0 


your own Reaſon, and of the Holy Spin 


of God. Thus in your Baptiſm you did 
covenant © to renounce the Devil, the 
World, and the Fleſh.” 

2.4ly, That you ſhould believe all the 
« Articles of the Chriſtian Faith: That 
you ſhould give a hearty and ready Afent 
to all thoſe divine Truths revealed by 
God in Scripture, and given to conduct 
you to Heaven; particularly that you 
ſhould “ believe in Gop the Father, who 
%% Made you and all the World; the 
« you ſhould believe in Gop the $01, 


"F; — Redeemed you and all — 
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« That you ſhould believe in Gop the 
„Holy Ghoſt, who Sanctiſieth you and 
« all the Elect People of God.” All 


which Articles of the Chriſtian Faith are 


briefly contained in your Creed. 
zaly, That you ſhould ſincerely © obey 
and keep Gop's holy Will and Com- 


mandments, and walk in the ſame all the 


© Days of your Lite.” Remember there- 
fore, that it is Gop's Will and Command- 


nent, that you ſhould be ſober, temperate, 


chaſte and pure, ſelf-denying, and morti- 
fed; that you ſhould be week: humble, 
reaceable, and charitable, true and juſt in 
al your Dealings, dutiful and obedient 
o your Superiors ; that you ſhould repent 
of your Sins, and forſake them; that you 
ſhould believe in Gop, fear Lin cruſt 


in Him, and love Him above all Things; 


that you ſhould be patient in Afflictions, 
lubmitting to his Will and Wiſdom ; 


lat you ſhould attend upon his Ordi- 
F ances, upon his Word, and upon his 


Mcramentsz that you ſhould be devout 
n conſtant in Prayer; and that you 


FE hould ſincerely. endeavour to perform all 


the Parts of your Duty towards Gop, 


jour Neighbour, and yourſelf, as it is 


&& laid 


10 
4 
f 
# 


12 The Office and Duty of 


laid down in Scripture, and briefly con- 
tained in the Ten Commandments. 
Thus I have ſhewed you the Sum of} 
the Baptiſmal Covenant, and of the 
Graces and Benefits beſtowed on Goy's| 
Part, as allo the Duty to be performed 
on the Part of every Perſon that᷑ is bap- 
tized. By which ſhort Account you may] 
perceive, that there is not any Doctrine] 
of the Chriſtian Religion more neceffaryf 
for you thoroughly to underſtand and 
rightly to apprehend, than this Doctrine 
of the Covenant of ng both upon yeurf 
own, as well as the Child's Account 
whom ye have brought tO, and engagef 
for, in Baptiſm. | 
II. In the Second Place I am to ſhewl 
you the Meaning and Import of th 
Words, Godfathers and Godmothers. | 
It may be ſufficient at this Time briefly 
to acquaint you, that thereby is mrarY 
a Sort of Spiritual Parents, who are ali 
called Syreties, by Reaſon that Godfather 
and Godmothers are a Security, joined 
together with the natural Parents, in Be. 
half of the Infant, which by Baptiſm 11 
entered into Covenant with God ; and 
that theſe Spiritual Parents are to promote 
the Spiritual Welfare of the Infant, b. 


joining 


Gedfathers and Godmothers. 13 


-0n- Wining with the Natural Parents in ſuch 
Dod Inſtructions, Admonitions, and 
n of Fadeavours, as are neceſſary to further 
the ss eternal Intereſt. 
ob's III. 7hirdly, I will ſhew the Nature of 
med bur Engagements, as Godfathers and 
0a. WM (:420tbers, and the Duty on your Parts 
may v be performed. 
tre You have been already told what are 
ary MM the Duties to be performed by every Per- 
ane bn that enters into Covenant with Gop 
trinc n Baptiſm, namely, © To renounce the 
vou © Devil, the World, and the Fleſh; to 
hunt; © believe all the Articles of the Chriſtian 
aged © Faith; and ſincerely to obey Gop's 
WJ © holy Will and Commandments.” Now 
ſhewMW ince you have promiſed theſe Things 
the in Behalf of an Infant, who is not ca- 
bp ble of knowing the Conditions of the 
rief Baptiſmal Covenant, it mult neceſſarily 


car follow, that ſomething is to be done by 


alſq vou, who are the SuRETIFS, in order to 
ber cnable this Infant to perform what hath 
11ned deen thus promiſed. 


Be Before I lay down the Duties of God- 


m i; bers and Godmothers, J will ſhew the 
and Nature of your' Engagements, and in 
mot order thereto, will endeavour to clear up 
t, by tne Senſe of theſe Words 1n our Church- 


mi | Catechiſm; 
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14 The Office and Duty of 
Catechiſm; „ Trzy did promiſe ard 
« vow Three Things in my Name,” Se 
There are ſome Perſons, who from chef 
Words do conclude, That the $urezes in 


Baptiſm do not only engage to inſtru 
the Party baptized in the Nature of this 


Covenant, but alſo that he ſhall actually 


perform the ſame. This ſurely cannot be 
the Meaning deſigned by our Church in 
thoſe Words; becauſe that would be in a 
Manner impoſſible, and what no Perſon 
can be certain another will perform, 
(though he be ſufficiently inſtructed in Jus 
Duty, and told the Danger of negle*ting 
it;) and would be apt to deter conſcien- 
tious Perſons from doing ſo charitable an 


Office, and would make others to have | 


no Care about it, as being an obligation 


they deſpair of ever diſcharging. On the 


other hand, there are ſome who lay very 
little or no Streſs upon theie Words; con- 
cluding, That to do a Thing in any one's 
Name, (eſpecially in the Tranſacting of 


Covenants, where Privileges and Ad- 


vantages accrue thereby) is no more than 


to act as an Attorney or Proxy in the 


other's Stead; that at the acting as ſuch 


in any Covenant, by Reaſon of the Ab- 


ſence, Minority, or other Incapacity of 
the | 


Reaſon of my Infancy, to expreſs a Con- 


Expoſitions and Explications which he- 
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the Perſon chiefly concerned, it 1s very 
uſual for the Proxy ſo to perſonate or re- 
preſent the covenanting Perſon, as if the 
Proxy himſelf were the Perſon whom he 
repreſents; and that theſe Words, © They 
did promiſe and vow Three Things in 
© my Name,” do amount to no more than 
this: That T being incapable myſelf, by 


— — 


{nt to my Part of the Covenant, my God- 
fathers and Godmothers were my Mouth, 
and did it for me: This I do indeed take 
to be Part of the Senſe, but not the whole 
Importance of thoſe Words ; for then, 
there would be nothing to be done on the 
Godfathers and Godmothers Part; where- 
i they are ſomething more than mere 
Proxies, and are really and truly Sureties 
for ſomething to be performed. Now, 
conceive, the beit Way to underſtand 
the Meaning of any Author in Words. 
more generally expreſſed, is to conſult the 


_ . 


makes of his own Senſe elſewhere, if any 
fuch can be found. That therefore we may 


have no Doubt about the Senſe of theſe 


Words, our Church hath explained the 
Engagements of Godfathers and God- 


mothers in the Exhcurtation given to them 
after 


TEE AS” I 4; 
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after Baptiſm, the Words of which run 


thus: 


« Foraſmuch as this Child hath pro- 


« miſled by you, who are its Sureties, to 


« renounce the Devil and all his Works 
« to believe in Gop and to ſerve Him; 


« ye muſt remember, that it is your Part 
ce and Duty, to ſee that this Infant be 
ce taught (fo ſoon as he ſhall be able 90 
ce learn) what a folemn Vow, Promik, 
«© and Profeſſion he hath here made by 
And that he may know thee 
ye ſhall call upon 


you. 
«© Things the better, 
« him to hear Sermons; and chiefy ye 
« ſhall provide, that he may learn the 
« Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the en 
« Commandments in the vulgar Tongue; 
« and all other Things which a C hriftian 


e ought to know and believe to lis 


« Soul's Health: And that this Child 
«© may be virtuoully brought up to cal 
« a Godly and a Chriſtian Life. And 


« ye are allo to take Care that this Child 


te be brought to the Biſhop to be Con- 
ce firmed by him,” Oc. 


From theſe Words of ur Church, it 


ſeems very plain, what are the Engaze- 
ments of Godfathers and Godmothers; 
and that their Duty conſiſts in theſc three 


| Points; 
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"a Chriſtian ought to know and believe 
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Points; /, That ſo ſoon as the Child 
comes capable to be taught, they take 
(ire that he be Inſtructed in the Nature 
that Covenant which, as Sureties, they 
nderrook for him. a2dly, That he be 
ſanoniſped and Adviſed to lead his Life 
wcording to the Obligations thereby 
aid upon him. 340, That he be brought 
Þ the Biſhop to be Confirmed, and take 
pon himſelf the Profeſſion of his Cove- 
ant, 

Firf, You that are Godfathers and 
Codmothers muſt take Care that the Per- 
{on by you preſented to Baptiſm, be Ju- 
ſructed in the Nature of the Covenant, 
which you, as his Srettes, did enter into; 


Which is the Import of theſe Words in 


the Exhortation after Baptiſm ; © Re- 


© member that it is your Parts and B56 
[© ties, to ſee that this Infant be taught 


© what a folemn Vow, Promiſe, and 


© Profeſſion he hath here made by you.” 


This Inſtruction is properly to be begun 
by Catechiſing. © Chiefly (ſays the Ex- 
© hortation) ye ſhall provide that he may 


learn the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, 


"and the Ten Commandments in the vulgar 
Tongue; and all other. Things which 


cc to 
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18 | | The Office and Duty of 
© to his Souls Health; which is the 


proper Work of Catechizing. FOR 
For their further Inſtruction in ti 5 
grand Matter of their Covenant Ye ſhall 1h 
« call upon them to hear Sermons,” and 2 
admoniſh them frequently and diligently KA 
to attend unto Gop's Word caught ad k 
expounded in the Church by Preaching; | By 
which is a Method deſigned to improvel 5 " 
them in all neceſſary and ſaving Know-M ** 
ledge; the Beginning of which Know- : bre 
ledge i is firſt laid by Catechiſing. : . 


Secondly, Having thus taken Care thath ; 
the baptized Perſon be well inſtructed in © 


the Conditions of his Covenant, vourl I. 
next Care muſt be to admoniſh and ad- | = 
vile him ſeriouſly to apply himſelf to live _ 

n 


according to the Obligations laid on him 
in Baptifin. For the leaſt that a Bond. | V 


man can do, is to call upon the Debtor to] » 
diſcharge what he owes. Youth, of all MW ers 
Perſons, want good Monitors, as being vor : 
of themſelves giddy and inconſiderate, , * 
and too regardl-fs of what moſt nearly WM 
concerns them: And therefore Sreties 8 
ought to make it a Part of their Care, "a 
peculiarly to admoniſh ſuch as they have} 8 
brought into Covenant, that they live | 550 


according to it: So it follows in the Ex- 
hortation 
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tmtation : © Ye ſhall take Care that this 
Child be virtuouſly brought up, to lead 
2 Godly and a Chriſtian Life, Sc. 

Thirdly, You ar ph to take Care that the 


8 Perſon 
hre the Biſhop, and take upon himſelf 
s Baptiſmal Covenant, ſo ſoon as he 


hath been ſufficiently inſtructed therein. 


$0 it follows in the Exhortation ; “ Ye 
re to take Care that this Child be 
brought to the Biſhop to be Confirmed 
« by him, ſo ſoon as N can ſay the Creed, 
the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Com- 
* mandments in the vulgar Tongue.“ 

Thus have I endeavoured briefly to 
ew the Duty and Engagements of God- 
fathers and Godmothers. I proceed in 
the next Piace,.-: 

IV. To ſhew what Reaſons the C hurch 
dad to appoint Godfathers and Godmo- 
ters, not only to repreſent, but to engage 
br the Infant in Baptiſin. 

You have been told, © That the whole 
Solemnity of Baptiſm is a Covenant be- 
een God and the baptized Perſon; That 
in the Tranſacting of Covenants, the Per- 
bns concerned muſt be preſent; either in 
ticir own Perſons or by their Proxies, 
to make mutual Engagements to each 

other. 


all perſonally come be- 
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20 The Office and Duty of 
other. Now fince in our mortal State y 
are not able to bear the Majeſty of Gon 


Preſence, in Condeſcenſion to our Wea 
neſs, Gop hath appointed the Miniſters: 


the Goſpel in his Stead, to aſſure us of thi 


Graces and Benefits promiſed us on Gor 
Part of the Covenant: The Child who! 
brought to be baptized, being fo far inci 
pable of tranſacting the Covenant, an, 
engaging by himſelf to perform its Cond 
tions, that he cannot underſtand the N: 
ture thereof; the Church hath willy ap 
pointed certain Perſons to reprefnt thi 
Infant, who are to appear as Proxies, an 
tranſact the Covenant on the Child's he 
half, and to engage for him, as far as the 


can, that he will perform his Part of ch 


Covenant, that ſo the Sacrament of bo) 
tiſm may be completely adminiſtered. 
Nor hath it been thought ſufficient ch 


theſe Perſons ſhould ſtand only as bug 


Repreſentatives'of the Child ; but it wa 
alſo thought fit that they ſhould be as 
Security to the Church, that the Pero 
admitted into the Society of Chriſtian 


ſhould be inftruted and admonithed] 


and allo engaged ſolemnly to profels wha 
belongs to him to pertorm, as a Membc 


of that Body, 


Nor 
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Nor is it a ſufficient Security to the 
hurch, that the Parents are bound to 
ke this Care. It is confeſſed, that the 
uſtructing and breeding up of Children 
n the Principles of Religion, is chiefly 
ind principally the Work of the Parents, 
ho are obliged, both by the Light of 
Nature, as allo by the expreſs Laws of 
6b, © to bring up their Children in the 
{ Nurture and Admonition of the Lord.“ 
But this is not ſufficient in ſo grand a Con- 


ite y 
20D! 
V eak 
ers 
Of thi 
70 
„ho 
INCA 
z ant 
ondi 


Na 0 N 

en; for Parents may not live to inſtruct 
en 

t thi heir Children, or they may be careleſs or 


\ W'2igent of their Duty, as too many of 
"Br hem are: It is therefore highly requiſite 
Nat beſides the Obligations which he on 
te Parents, there ſhould be alſo ſome 
ther Security given by ſuch Perſons as 
re likely to uſe all their honeſt and beſt 
Endeavours herein, upon the Death or 
Negle&t of the Natural Parents. 

Nor is the given Security for their Re- 
igious Education leſs neceſſary now, than 


the 
Y & 


BY 
IQ 


J 3 an 


bet [© was in the Primitive Times. It is well 
Ras down, that then, all Children had their 
0 dureties, who engaged at the Font for their 
e nittian Education, and Faithfulneſs in 
hd iter Covenant; and that for this, as well 


ag other Reaſons, Jeſt in thoſe perſe- 
cuting 


PP ef we - wo cond dE 4 


_ curities as were thought neceſſary in the 


NE 
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22 The Office and Duty of 
cuting Times, the Parents being taken 
off by Death, their Infants and Childre 
ſhould remain expoſed to the Danger of 
being trained up in Paganiſh Principles. 
Gop be thanked, the Church in theſel 
Nations is not expoſed to the Violence of 
open Perſecutions, as formerly; yet hathl 
ſhe ſtill cruel Enemies, who are very in- 
duſtrious and zealous to ſeduce her Mem- 
bers from the primitive Doctrines off 
Chriſtianity, and to inſtil into their Mind He © 
idolatrous, as well as falſe and erroneous} bodta 
Principles; and therefore ſhe hath ill MP Hep 
Reaſon to take the hike Cautions and Se- Fer 
Primitive Church. by 
We are alſo to conſider ; That our W's 


ganf 
ther 
ering 
Mann: 
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days 
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noral! 
Pagan 


Covenant with God, is not only broken {MW 
by apoſtatizing or falling back from the _ 
Di 


true Gop, but alſo by living in Ungod- 
lineſs and worldly Luſts: And Gob is as be D 


much diſhonoured, and the Soul as much and 
endangered, by the lewd and vicious W V. 
Lives of Chriſtians now, as formerly by {M"* V 
their Apoſtacy to Paganiſm and Idolatry; WY 
and therefore it is both prudent and necei- ff 


fary that the Church ſhould ſtill take all Care, 
poſſible Security in the Covenant of 
Baptiſm againſt the one, as then it did | 

1 againſt 


be 15 


the 01 
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wiinſt the other; eſpecially if it be 
Ather. conſidered that in Times of Suf- 
ting and Perſecution, the Lives and 
Manners of Men are not ſo apt to be 
bauched and corrupted, as in Times 
of Peace and Proſperity: And that now- 
days, Perſons are much more ſubject 
v violate the Covenant by ſinful Im- 
noralities, than formerly they were by 
Paxaniſh Apoſtacies. Hence you ſee 
he Church hath great Reaſon to appoint 
bodfathers and Godmothers, not only 


*0Us| 
(41 Wi repreſent the Infant, but alſo to en- 
Se- nge for it in Baptiſm, that it ſhall be 


irtuouſly brought up to lead a Godly 
Ind a Chriſtian I ife. It being ſure, that 
our Wi this Inſtitution of Godfathers and God- 
den Woothers were prudently undertaken, and 
the Weonſcientiouſly performed, there could 
d- Wit be a more effectual Means to repair 
aste Decay of Chriſtian Knowledge, Piety 
ch Wind Virtue. 27 | | 
us WM V. I will offer ſome Directions how 
by ue Whole, which you have undertaken, 
y; Nau be faithfully diſcharged by you. 

e- , Therefore, let it be your ſpecial 
all Wire, to ſee that the Child (fo ſoon as 
of Nle is capable) be taught to read. Among 
id Nie other Helps to ſaving Knowledge, it is 
uſt | highly 
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highly neceſſary, that Children be en; 
bled to read the Scriptures, and oth: 
good Books, which explain and enforc| 
upon us that Doctrine which is containe( 
in the Holy Writings. But becauſe t. 


later 
o, 
Pari) 
ito th 
gcreaſ 


bare Ability to read is not alone ſufiicienM 240 
to provide for the Spiritual e no m 
Youth; make it your Concern, to ut y 
that the Child be well inſtructed in 0 uch F 
Duties of a Chriſtian; and alſo furniſhe ere 
with ſome Forms of Devotion, to be uf amily 


Morni 
xrfor 
vr the 
earned 


pardle: 


conſtantly by him. For the more _ 
Accompliſhment of theſe Things, k 
him be put to ſuch a School, where the 

reateſt Care is taken to ground Childret 
in the Principles of Religion, by makin 


them learn their Catechiſm, and to ey 
derſtand the Meaning and Expoſitionliſh the! 
thereof; where they ſhall be admonithed ket it. 
and inſtructed to pray to Gon daily, e go. 


leaſt Morning and Evening; and 7 /ay 
Grace conſtantly before and after their 
Meals; and where they may be broug! 
up in the habitual Love of Gop and hg 
Laws, and in an Abhorrence and Detel- 
tation of all Vice and Wickedneſs: 1 Hy, 
let ſuch Schools be choſen __ a 
others) where the Teaching of th 


Things neceſſary, 1 is one main Part of the 
1 NM. Th ex 5 


bey \ 
ſad C 
Pious 
mes 
* Eye 
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- enaMlater's Care; which, To the Glory of 
theo, is the great Care and Buſineſs of 
Horde Schools; And may God put it 
aine o the Hearts of thoſe who are able, to 
eth creaſe the number of them. 
icienM , With reference to thoſe Children 
:y o muſt live by Labour or Trade; do 
0 Hit you can to have them diſpoſed into 
n th ich Families, (and ſuch only if poſſible). 
he ere a conſtant and daily Courſe of 
uc Religion is ſtrictly obſeryed, and 
cad lorning and Evening Prayer conſtantly 
„e rrormed. So inconſiderate are Youth, 
th the moſt Part, that though they have 
(re Marned to read perfectly well, yet, re- 
10 edleſs of their own eternal Welfare, 
ey will much neglect it, if wholly left 
i110 themſelves, and oftentimes utterly for- 
echt. But if they ſhall be happily placed 
', 1M codly and religious Families, where 
vill be frequently called upon to 
neue Chapters out of the Bible; and alſo 
Tous and Practical Treatiſes at all leiſure 
mes, and eſpecially on the LoxD's Day 
Evening: They will thereby not only 
an, but alſo approve their Abilities in 
eading, and the good Habit will be ſo 
oted in them, that they will be well 
taſoned in all Likelihood, for ever after. 
| B J, 
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34y, When the Child ſha!l be capal 
to reap Advantage from the Rcachng 
good Books, the beſt Gif t you can b 
ſtow on your Geachild, will be "Wen? i 
ſtructive Practical Diſcourſe to read 
the Log p's Day, and at other peil 
Hours. And ſince it was by you, 


= 
Sureties) that this Chili entered into ( « 1 
venant with Gop in Baptiſm, nothin. e 
furely can be more proper fer you, h 
Godtathers or Godmothers, to pur ini! 
his Hands, than ſuch Books as explai. . 
the Nature, Terms, and Conditions Men 
the Covenant of Grace, which was 0b eps 
rained by the Mediation of JESUS CA 
and which alſo ſhew the infinite Obi u. 
tions lying on this Child to be falt tay 
on his Part in the Diſcharge of his . god 
miſes, which can only be performed il VI 
the Grace and Aſſiſtance of GOD pre! 
Spirit; which Aſſiſtance God hath Ho. 
— to all ſuch as ſeek to him by He. 
ent and fervent Prayer. =y 
4tbly, Let it not ſuffice, that you gi rie 
him good Books, but beſtow on him WM: A 
the beſt Advice, as often as you find Ml); 
proper Opportunity ; always remindin is etel 
him, bow tearful a Thing it 's to Piii;r os 
voke the Wrath of Divine Juſtice, Mun 


{att 
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DU fly breaking his Covenant with his 

o. but him alſo in mind of the great 

m be nzer of bad Company, the Snares, 

erde, and Temptations, which he will 

25 ily meet with from a wicked and li- 

cla rwous Age; inſtruct him to be diligent 

u, / feichful in his Calling, obedient and 
5 bmiſſive to his Maſter, (or to his Tutors 

thi 


i! Governors, as the particular Caſe 


, Wy be ;) and eſpecially to ſhun Sloth 
c 18-1 [ilenefs, which are too frequently 
WS: Na of Youth; and that in all his 


nfl Diverfions and Recreations, he 


s eps Company only with virtuous and 
a "W005 Perſons; that © by denying all 
"oF Un: dlineſs and worldly Luſts, he 


„way live foberly, righteouſly, and 
" rodiy in this preſent World.“ 

VI Give me Leave, in the next Place, 
v preſs and exhort you, (upon all pro- 
er Occaſions) both cheariully to under- 
bite, and faith ully to exccute this Spi- 
In Charge. A LE — 4 — 
gi The Office you have undertaken, 1s 
0 in Ac of the higheſt. Charity; it is a 
ena Carity to the Soul, by contributing to 
din 5 eternal Welfare. By the faithful Diſ- 
PI charge of your Office, you have an Op- 
© Mecrunity put into your Hands to con- 

B-2 tribute 


28 The Offce and Duty of 


tribute towards the ſaving of a Soul; an 
for your Encouragement, the Apoſt]c el 
you, that “ he which ſhall fave a Soy 
ec from Death, ſhall cover a Mulritud( 
« of Sins,” James . 20. You hav 
hereby an Opportunity put into youſ 
Hands of promoting the Glory of Goof 
by building up Children in their moſt hol 


have : 
tie C 
gd | 
the C 
the P 
jou v 


lab! 


| Fai th, and by inſtructing and admoniſh; » | 
ing Sat: 'to fight Im! anfully and luccels a, 


fully againſt the great Enemies of or 
Salvation, vz. the World, the Fleſh 
and the Devil.— Lou have an Opportu 
nity of promoting the Welfare of thal 
Church and Government to which you 
belong: Of the Church, by breeding u 
found and orthodox Members to be - 
Support in the ſucceeding Age, and 
thereby ſecuring her againft the W 1 
of Hereſy and Schiſm, by which thy 
hath been violently: rent and diſordered] 
So likewiſe by ſowing the Seeds of Virtug 
and Holineſs in the tender Minds | 
Children; you give the beſt help towarcy 
a Re formation of Manners and Pr inciples | 
thereby ſecuring to the Government iu 
duſtrious, faithful, and loyal Subjects 
and to the Nation in general a jaſting 


Wade and Happinefs. As * 04 
ava 
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re a Love to the Glory of Gop, and 
ne Good of Souls; as you have a Re- 

zrd for the Welfare of our Holy Mother 
0 Church; as you have a Concern for 
he Proſperity of your Country ; and as 
jou value, the Peace and Intereſt of the 
abliſhed Governinent; let me exhort 
md be ſcech you faithfully to diſcharge 
hat great Truſt which you have now 

indertaken ; calling to- Mind that glori- 
dus Reward which ball attend your hearty 
Enceavours in the Work of the Loup. 
and remember, that “ they. who turn 
Others to Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as 
« the Stars for ever and cver.” 


POSTSCRIPT. 
HEN I had fniſhed the EY 


going Diſcourſe, it came into 


V 


Thoughts, that many Perſons, who 


reſolve conſcientiouſly to perform the 
Duty of Inſtruction lying on Parents, as 
ao the great Truſt of 'Godfarhers and 
Godmothers, may yet. want ſorne further 
Helps to forward their pious Intentions; 
and that others may poſſibly be unac- 

B 3 quainted 
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30 4 Paſiſcripi. 
quainted with ſeveral ſmall Tracts, pro- 
per to be put into the Hands of Children, 


tor training them up in the Knowledge 
of God and Religion; I have therefore 


ventured to make ſome further Propoſals, Joy 
in order to the Inſtruction of Children; bon 
which I humbly offer to the Conſidera- e 
tion of ſuch as are not already furniſhed beo 
with proper Methods for the fame. lire 
J hope all Chriſtians do very early N 
teach their Children to fay the Lord's MM ill 
Prayer, and call upon them to repeat the WI 8. 
ſame very diſtinctly every Morning ard 
Evening, thereby to train them up in the Wt 
Habit and Practice of daily Devotion, WM inc 
But this alone is not ſufficient : They ba; 
ſhould alſo endeavour to inſtil into the MM Gre: 
Child, the Meaning and Reaſon of ſuch I! 
Performances: They ſhould acquaint the Chil 
Child that all good Things come from «it 
Gop; That by his Power and 11/1/00 Cu 
he made and preſerves them; That to his Ee 
Goodneſs and Bounty they owe their Foo 


and Raiment, their Parents and I'riends, s 1c 
and whatever elſe is dear to them; and un 
that Heaven, a Place of infinite Happ- f A 
neſs, is deſigned for thoſe who lead Holy WM ell 
Lives. By frequently and ſeriouſly re- tie ( 
peating theſe Things, the Joys and Af «cet 

6 fections 


4 1 Poferipe i. 


tions of Children will be excited, and 
dren, ¶ ted up to an Efteem and Love of 
ledge WM Gov, and to a Deſire of pleaſing and 
efore bnouring Him. It is well known, the 
ofals, ys and Affections of Children are as 
lren; bon awakened. as any other of their 
dera-WFF ficulties, (and much ſooner than many 
hed MM People believe) and if theſe are but 
irefted to their proper Objects, the 


early WM Vork of a Pious Inſtruction will be done 
cords WY filly and with Pleaſure. | 
t the So ſoon as the Child begins to read, 
and it bould be inſtructed in the Meaning of 
1 the MW Church Catechiſm, and taught the 
tion. ine by Heart; as alſo ſome proper 
"her Ml Pavers for Morning and Evening, and 
the braces before and after Meals. 

ſuch WM ! propoſe, in the next Place, that the 
the 


Child be put to read, and made to un- 
berſtand ſome ſhort Expoſition of the 
(urch Catechiſm, (ſuch as Mr. Lerois's 
i £:72/4t70n, or the like;) and that he be 
aught to repeat the ſame without Book, 
s ſoon as the Child i 1s capable to re- 


and WM um it. 
»pi-F as the Child grows up, having been 
ol MM Fell inſtructed in the plain Meaning of 


e Church Catechiſm, it will be very 
at Lceſſary, that the Child be furniſhed 


ons! with 


2 | ; A Poſiſeript. 


with a Common-Prayer Book, as a. 8 
with the Holy Bible; and that he bi pint; 
taught to uſe the ſame at Chu ch. An 3 
alſo daily to read ſome ſclect Parts of H. E 
Pjalms and Preverbs, and particularly offi. C. 
the New Teſtament ; which will bog. = 
make the Child perfect and exact in H. "= 
Reading, and at the ſame Time vun. FS 
ſtil into his Mind the Knowledge aq. R. 
Principles of Religion. _ 

As the Child . in Knowledge. < 

it will be neceſſary to put into his Bow * 
ſome larger Expoſition of the Chu Fpec 
Catechiſin, and ſuch other Books as cx 8 
plain the Doctrine of the New Covenar Cha. 
which may inſtruct the Child, that 5204 bar. 
tiſm is only an outward Sign or Repr Cod. 
ſentation of an inward and ſpiritual Grace] 
That we are not to rely. on the bare A — 
miniſtration of Baptiſm, as it is a corp? 

ral and outward WW aſhing, and whieti's A 8 
itſclf is of no Efficacy to the Saving e C 
the Soul; but we are to labour after 1 


inward Baptiſm, the ſpiritual Regrne! 
tion wrought by the Power, of che Hick | 
Ghoſt, of which Baptiſm is only a Figure: 
And as the Apoſlle tells us, that the 
Effect of Baptiſm “ is not the putting 
„% away the Filth of the Fleſh, but the 
„ Anlvc8 


and 


A Poſtſcript. = 
Anſwer of a good Conſcience towards 
« Gop.” And the Exhortation after 


Wann acquaints us, © that Baptiſm re- 
reſents to us our Profeſſion; which 1s 


8 all 
he ba 
Ant 


on | to follow the Example of our Saviour 
ly oc Cursr, and to be made like unto. 
boi, Him; ; that as He died and roſe again 
in i br us, ſo ſhould we who are baptized 
mig die from Sin, and rife again unto 
c,, Righteouſneſs, continually mortifying 
wall our evil and corrupt Affections, 
"05 and Gail y proceeding in all Virtue 
Land and Godlineſs of Living.” A ſhort 
"i Specimen of which Sort of Books I have 
bee added, with the ſeveral Prices, that 
an Craricable Perſons may be encouraged to 
2-1 nake a Preſent of ſome of them to their 
Tn bodchildren. 
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A Specimen of Books for inſtructing 
CHILDREN, Cc. according to their 
 ſroeral Ages. 


* 
"HE Church Catechiſm explained 
by Way of Queſtion and Aniwer ; 


ad confirmed by Scripture-Proofs : Di- 
vided 


34 A Peſiſcript. 1 
vided into Five Parts and Twelve See id pr 
tions. Collected by Jeon Lewis, Mini ere. 
ter of Margate, in Kent, To which. 10 f 
added, A Section o on Confirmation. Pricc (a fit 


| Biſhop Fleetwood againſt Swearing Th 
Price 2d. or 125, 6d. a Hundred, Life. 
Directions for a Devout and Decer! 

Behaviour in the Public Worſhip of 

God, more particularly in the Ule F t D. 
Samen Prayer, appointed by the Clu pp" 
of En gland To which are ad: led, T. 6 


Tables ; the firſt of all che Colies ts in 
the Book of Common Prayer; the other, 
of the Heads or Subjects of ail tte eve 
Pſalms, Price 24. or 12 25, a Hundicd. 


T 
| Qeroald's Necet: ty We | Uſefulnef 0! 25 
Reading the Holy Scriptures; and tte Dir 

Difpoſicions with which they ought tobe, win 

read. Price 22d. or 15s. a Hundred. 1 

1 T firm 

Bib! 


Biſhop Brupithee, 8 Explanation of the 


Church Catechiſm. Price bound 8 
2 


A Puſs/cript. -- 35 
F Th? Principles of Religion, explained 
e Sc proved | rom the Scriptures, for the 
ir eftion of tie Weak and Ignorant, 
tor their gre ter Improvement and 
COU rofiting by Sermons By Biſhop Greene. 
Price 4d. or 28s. a Hundred, _ 


211120 The Gren Importance of a Religious 
life. Price 34. | 


III. 


Dr. Clark's Three Eſſays on Baptiſm, 
onfirmation, and Repentance. Price 


Tw. 

.. 64. 

18 11 

ther | | — | 

_ tne Several ſmall Iratts bound together, viz, 
Cd, | 


The Paſtoral Letter from a Miniſter 
o his Pariſhioners. | 
ee The Chriſtian's Daily Devotion, with 
„e Directions to walk with Gup all the Day 
J long. 
; Paſtoral Advice 4 and after Con- 
firmation. 

An Abridgment of the Hiſtory of the 

„Bible. Price 104. bound. 
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NOTE, This Specimen of Books is chief) 
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deſigned for the Inſtruction of Youth in 
the firſt Principles of Religion. 
next Sort of Books, may be ſuch as 
aamoniſb and direct to the worthy Re. 
ceiving of the Lord's Supper; and which 
give further Directions for leading g 
Chriſtian Life. With which Sort if 
Books, all pious and charitable Perſms 
may be furniſhed by F. and C. Rivinc- 
TON, (at Ne 62) in St. Paul's Church- 

ard, who ſell all the before-mentioned 
Books, as alſo bibles and Common- 

rayer Books, at the cheapeſt Rates, 


